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Abstract

This study comparatively evaluates documented archacological motifs, locally referred to as treasure motifs
(“Dafineh” motifs), and motifs found in the contemporary architecture of Aliabad, Roudbar, Guilan Province.
It aims to assess the formal and semantic correspondence between the two groups and distinguish documented
cultural continuities from later folk interpretations. The research employed an analytical-comparative methodology
combined with directed qualitative content analysis. Data were collected from three sources: field documentation of
124 architectural motifs in 15 vernacular buildings; semi-structured interviews with 5 local architects, 3 archacologists,
and 2 cultural-heritage specialists selected through snowball sampling; and archival and archacological records
from three sites (Anarak, Arg-e Dasht, and Jour Aliabad). The research comprised six steps: purposive sampling;
definition of analytical categories; data collection; coding and classification; inter-coder reliability assessment; and
comparative and semiotic analysis. Reliability was assessed on 20% of the coded motifs (34 motifs), independently
coded by two coders, yielding 89% agreement and a Cohen’s kappa of 0.84. The findings indicate that the examined
archaceological assemblage contains only a limited range of simple decorative forms. None of the motifs commonly
identified locally as treasure motifs—such as spirals, crosses, concentric circles, regular zigzags, or zoomorphic
figures—was identified in the examined ceramics. Thus, the evidence does not establish a direct archaeological
correspondence between contemporary architectural motifs and locally attributed treasure motifs. Architectural
motifs are predominantly described as decorative and identity-related, while interviews provide contextual evidence
for interpreting local meanings and oral beliefs. The results support only limited, primarily formal correspondence
at the level of broad visual categories. A numerical percentage of correspondence or statistical significance cannot
be established from the available frequency data. Similarities should therefore be interpreted cautiously as possible

continuities of visual memory and vernacular tradition rather than as direct evidence of treasure-related functions.

Keywords:
Treasure Motifs, Architectural Motifs, Aliabad, Roudbar, Guilan, Comparative Analysis

* Corresponding Author: MaryamNazariAliabadii@gmail.com

©2026 by the Authors. This article is an open access article disttibuted under the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons
Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International (CC BY-NC 4.0 license)
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0


https://dx.doi.org/10.66224/cpcr.2026.1003
https://dx.doi.org/10.66224/cpcr.2026.1003
https://orcid.org/0009-0004-9854-8484Previewpublicrecord
https://orcid.org/orcid-search/search?searchQuery=0009-0008-0806-3985
mailto:MaryamNazariAliabadii%40gmail.com?subject=

Introduction

Aliabad, located in Roudbar County, Guilan Province, has a long history of human settlement due to
its strategic position in the Sefidrud Valley and proximity to archaeological ateas, including the Marlik
cultural sphere and the historical territory of the Amard people. Archaeological excavations have revealed
evidence of Iron Age and later communities whose decorative motifs on ceramics, metal artifacts,
and architectural elements reflected cultural beliefs and ritual practices. Contemporary vernacular
architecture in Aliabad also incorporates decorative motifs on facades, wooden elements, entrances, and
other architectural components. Some are locally regarded as “marked symbols™ associated with hidden
treasures (Dafineh). However, their correspondence with documented archaeological motifs and their
historical and symbolic origins have not been systematically investigated. This study addresses this gap
by integrating archaeological evidence, symbolic studies, and field observations to distinguish accidental
similarities from potential cultural continuities. It examines whether contemporary architectural motifs
correspond in form, meaning, and symbolic structure to archaeological motifs associated with the Iron
Age, Parthian period, and Amard cultural sphere, or whether apparent similarities result from later

reinterpretations without direct historical connections.

Methodology

This analytical-comparative field study employed directed qualitative content analysis and integrated
three data sources: (1) field documentation of motifs in 15 vernacular buildings in Aliabad, Rostamabad,
and surrounding areas; (2) semi-structured interviews with five local architects, three archaeologists, and
two cultural-heritage specialists selected through snowball sampling; and (3) archaeological and archival
records from Anarak, Arg-e Dasht, and Jour Aliabad, supplemented by museum documentation. The
research involved six steps. First, buildings containing at least three observable decorative or symbolic
motifs were selected, alongside relevant archaeological ceramic and metal objects. Second, five analytical
categories were established: motif form, visual structure, spatial location, symbolic function/meaning,
and substrate material. Third, data were collected through observation, photography, interviews, archival
records, and archaeological reports. Fourth, motifs were coded using these categories, producing a
dataset of 124 contemporary architectural motifs and 47 archaeological motifs. Category frequencies
and relationships between form and symbolic meaning were examined. Fifth, an archaeologist and
an anthropologist independently coded 20% of the dataset (34 motifs), achieving 89% agreement
and a Cohen’s kappa of 0.84. Sixth, comparative and semiotic analyses examined formal continuity,
transformation, and discontinuity. Interviews provided contextual evidence about local meanings and
oral traditions but were not independently subjected to thematic analysis. Although GPS coordinates

were recorded, no spatial analysis was conducted.

Results

Examination of ceramic fragments from surface surveys at the three archaeological sites revealed a limited
and relatively simple decorative repertoire. Identified features included horizontal relief bands on vessel
bodies, an incised motif on the outer rim of a bowl from Anarak, and a vertical handle with a suspension
perforation. Red clay fabric was the dominant technological characteristic of the examined ceramics.
None of the distinctive motifs commonly identified in local beliefs and popular literature as “treasure
motifs”—including crosses, concentric circles, spirals, regular zigzags, anthropomorphic representations,
and zoomorphic figures—was identified in the examined assemblages. Instead, the documented

decorations consisted mainly of horizontal relief bands and simple incised rim details, which are more
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consistent with modest decorative or functional features than with ritual symbols or indicators of hidden
treasures. The 124 contemporary motifs were classified according to the five analytical categories. Given
the limited archaeological repertoire, comparison was restricted to documented forms. Consequently, the
tindings do not establish direct one-to-one correspondences between contemporary architectural motifs

and locally attributed treasure motifs.

Discussion

The comparison revealed limited correspondence, primarily at the level of broad visual categories.
Because complete frequency cross-tabulations for the 124 contemporary and 47 archaeological motifs
were unavailable, correspondence percentages and statistical significance could not be established. No
documented dataset of historical stone carvings or markers was available. Accordingly, claims concerning
intersecting lines on historical stones were excluded. The ceramic evidence, limited to horizontal relief
bands, an incised rim motif, and a perforated vertical handle, does not establish a direct archaeological
match for contemporary intersecting-line motifs. Likewise, flowers and leaves found in contemporary
architecture were absent from the examined archaeological ceramics. Their historical continuity therefore
remains unverified, and their cultural meanings require separate interpretive evidence. Spiral and
concentric-circle motifs were also absent from the ceramic assemblage, and no independently documented
archaeological corpus of treasure symbols was available. Although these forms occur in contemporary
architecture, the evidence does not establish archaeological continuity or a treasutre-related function.
Overall, the findings do not demonstrate direct archaeological continuity for locally attributed treasure
motifs. Some contemporary forms may reflect persistent regional visual traditions, cultural memory, or
vernacular reinterpretation; however, direct historical or semantic transmission cannot be established
from the available evidence. Interviews provide contextual information about oral traditions but cannot

constitute independent empirical findings without a separately reported thematic analysis.

Limitations

The study has several limitations. First, the sample of 15 vernacular buildings and three archaeological
sites restricts generalizability. Second, interviews were used as contextual evidence rather than subjected
to a separate thematic analysis. Third, the absence of complete frequency cross-tabulations for the 124
contemporary and 47 archaeological motifs prevents the calculation of correspondence percentages or
the conduct of justified inferential statistical tests. Fourth, recorded GPS coordinates were not spatially
analyzed. Finally, the archaeological evidence, particulatly the ceramic assemblage, is limited to the
documented materials from three sites and lacks an independent dataset of historical stone carvings or

other materials necessary to substantiate broader claims of cultural continuity.

Conclusion

The study identifies only limited correspondence between contemporary architectural motifs and the
documented archacological repertoire, which can be assessed qualitatively using the available data. The
evidence supports, at most, broad formal resemblance between some contemporary geometric motifs and
the simple linear or geometric features documented archaeologically. Direct correspondence with specific
treasure motifs has not been established. Nor does the archaeological evidence demonstrate shared
symbolic meanings; contemporary motifs are predominantly associated with decoration and local identity.
Without complete frequency data for the 124 contemporary and 47 archaeological motifs, a defensible

correspondence percentage cannot be calculated. The findings should not be interpreted as evidence that
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contemporary motifs preserve specific treasure-related functions. Instead, they indicate limited visual
resemblance requiring further investigation through complete frequency analysis, systematic analysis of
interviews, and a broader archaeological corpus. Overall, the relationship identified is predominantly
formal, while historical and semantic continuity remains unconfirmed. General visual similarity alone
does not demonstrate historical transmission or shared meaning, Future research should integrate the
complete coded dataset, systematic qualitative analysis of interviews, and a broader, better-documented

archaeological sample before making stronger claims about cultural continuity.
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Figure 1. Geographical Location of the Study Area
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Table 3. Characteristics of the Historical-Cultural Artifacts Discovered during the Surface Survey of the Anarak Aliabad

Archaeological Site (Khalatbari, 1383: 304-307)
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Table 4. Characteristics of the Historical-Cultural Artifacts Discovered during the Surface Survey of the Arg-e Dasht Aliabad
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Archaeological Site (Khalatbari, 1383: 422—427)
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Table 5. Characteristics of the Historical-Cultural Artifacts Discovered during the Surface Survey of the Jowr Aliabad
Archacological Site (Khalatbari, 1383: 428—431)
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Table 6. Summary of the Characteristics of Motifs, Geometry, and Color
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Table 7. Classification of Contemporary Architectural Motifs
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Table 8. Comparative Analysis of Burial-Object Motifs and Contemporary Architectural Motifs

0 £ Y Y ) Aigod

ol sbl e omb sl e e s Sl e s s e ailato
. . . . sl
(F9Se (S9Se plo> (F9Se (S9Se b
P . - . . 3558
ko sl e S g e s

_ _ _ &y
(Srs k) 2S i owdin i i e

2B jeBep lede (Slogrd je )3

eloass 15l e B in

(0393) oL:,.u L;‘blf

@ &

(29) 25 b o959

v V0 ¢ Jgl oo < Jgl 090 K i 3l5L g cbolis Sim



bl o)) Y-
ploml 135S 93 (38155 ) @ bl (b)) () SUST anld pd)lSS g slesel Clll tomie jslaiea
3L Sty (5 YY) 2 ys Vo (Sl B Y 5 558 s lame 385 VYE) o5l i IS oo 31 8,5
srdSy g wdgs alas K0S (610508 ol 5l LIASAST A (6)l38057 g ] pgd Al )0 oddiay a3 sladlgdo b
oz g olod Slinel 38 ((Se Cupmdge (s par S Lo (I p )5 1l gy Jol) B ja sl Al (IS
2 dewloee (adls 93 b 38le5 )50 ¢ Jdiue (613508 plad] 51 s 33 )5 eSS (ol

P o dlae S 5 s Wl 38lg LS AT g9y 0 )lSUS 93 &S (03)lae Dlu 1 gduo)d (38lgT (s )

el Cawd 4 o3 A (ho)> 38lo5 im0 Vot
A5 ol /AY jlade 45 10,8 duwlre LIS o b ¢ Bolad 38l baas (sly 2 LS cops ¥
Jo ) 23,8 Ao LIS 0 (ol (38195 b gl imgS LIS oo

sl € Jle 33lg»  oxad i Ve B /A 6Ll o s (Landis & Koch, 1977) gl (slaylne olul 5
2008 lp (BB cudlad jlondii i sladdghe &5 amd g0 (LIS (b)) cnl S X300 0 Y Cues g (pd)l)SS

ool AN 368 sdnaib p (oline p5l el (slb yundi g 039y S5 y05 505 o Sk bawgs

(Fadad Jalod g duag o L£-€
iy polts bbbl (ololid Banly Jbag, sbl e adlate )3 418> (e 5 (S935 (5)lone Usb (bl Joloo
sl bl dl.a:ui}9l§ L;Ltbui))l}f 9 LS“’}&" Oldine cLs.;]J.:.A sosls U»L»\ 3 oo O’il A plo] oedled Ol o 9
(LS (wiin) pid wlul p (BLEGLl wpled g (Hlare (hek il 5 3)lge Jold Jllos ol 08,5 g0
1y duslio oyl 51 At 905 iz & Jgdo 50 duliie g (o2 (4453 3led il i ) 28 | Lo g (255 )93l
Sl (18 FY g loxe (285 WE S 65lel oailes 5 S oo &])] degorme 93 ()loo dlally 3905 5 g9 (S cxbey ]2

.W

gy bl e dilais )3 (35S (glone (398 g add G bl byl A Jg
Table 9. Comparative Evaluation of Burial-Object Motifs and Contemporary Architectural Motifs in the Aliabad Rural

District of Rudbar
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